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Sustain is the Royal College of Art’s
forum for the work, issues and debates
that relate to the ever-more-complex
arena of sustainability. It grew out of
a recognition that, year-on-year, RCA
students are demonstrating a greater
level of environmental concern, and
producing work and projects that address
sustainable issues. Sustain aims to meet
the needs of those students by nurturing
an interdisciplinary culture of support
and information.
   At the RCA, we recognise that
sustainability can fuel innovation,
enhance creativity and drive business.
We are constantly rethinking what we as
educators can do to equip designers
to redesign the products that we buy, our
lifestyles and the systems that organise
us, all with the lowest environmental
impact. We also recognise the power
of the fine and applied arts to confront
(uncomfortable) realities with new
thinking, engaging an aesthetic response
and challenging the viewer to move
beyond the rationale of information.
   Sustain launched in summer 2009
with an online exhibition (www.rca.ac.uk/
sustain), which showcased college-wide
environmentally aware practice relating
to waste, energy use, culture change
and sustainable design. Graduates from
nine disciplines contributed projects
that ranged from an attempt to remake
an electric toaster using only readily
accessible materials and production
methods to the development of a
thermoplastic biodegradable material
containing plant nutrients.
   In 2009/10 we introduced the Sustain
Award 2010, an annual prize that rewards
excellence in sustainable art and design,
and shortlisted 18 graduating students
from ten disciplines during SHOW 2010.
The first Sustain exhibition, at which
the five awards were presented, took
place in September during the London
Design Festival.
   The Sustain Talks were developed
in 2009/10 with support from the
Learning & Teaching Project Fund,
aiming to inspire and challenge students
by providing a forum for honest
discussions about sustainable practice
in art and design. In 2010/11 Sustain
Talks will host a series of debates with
leading thinkers and doers.

FuelRCA is the central RCA professional
development programme, run by
graduates of the College. Fuel helps
students and recent graduates progress
their careers through interdisciplinary
training events, online resources and
mentoring, all designed to complement
the discipline-specific help provided
by each RCA department.
   Over the year, the FuelRCA team
responded to the harsher economic
climate for graduates by developing a
new programme of employability-related
training events, expanding its network
of professional trainers and business
mentors, and launching a new website.
   Over 80 students attended a ‘PR
and Marketing’ seminar at RCA Battersea,
while a series of clinics on intellectual
property rights, company formation
and taxation were held with the support
of Stephenson Harwood, KPMG and
HMRC. The Royal Designers for Industry
(RDI) mentoring programme continued
to help graduates reflect on their career
paths, with the help of Malcolm Garrett,
Robin Levien, Chris Wise and other RDIs.
   For 20 of the most entrepreneurial
RCA students, we organised an intensive
programme of business planning and
presentation skills training, in preparation
for their pitches to over 30 angel
investors at the College’s first-ever
‘Selected Start-ups’ investment evening.
   New to FuelRCA’s activities are
the ‘FUELing Debate’ series, which
bring renowned practitioners together
to discuss the philosophical side of
working life. We began with ‘Fasten
Your Seatbelts’ – a thought-provoking
debate about opportunities in the
post-election landscape, with Conran
CEO Roger Mavity, designer Paul
Priestman, futurologist Melanie Howard
and Sarah Weir of the Olympic
Delivery Authority.
   Another exciting development was
FuelRCA’s rebranding by RCA alumni
Julia, and the launch of our first public
website: www.fuel.rca.ac.uk. This
contains practical information on building
a career within the creative sector, advice
from RCA alumni, and video interviews
with high-profile professionals talking
about their working lives – from fashion
designer Betty Jackson to the BBC’s
Rory Cellan-Jones.
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Richard Gilbert, The Megajoule Project , 2010
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